Clinico-hematologic profile of factor XIII-deficient patients.
A retrospective analysis of clinico-hematologic parameters of 18 factor XIII-deficient patients was carried out. The hematologic tests included activated partial thromboplastin time (APTT), prothrombin time (PT), and clot solubility. Laboratory diagnosis of FXIII deficiency was made where bleeding time, PT, APTT, and thrombin time were normal and the clot solubility test result with 5M urea was positive. Factor XIII level with family screening was performed using commercially available kits. History of prolonged bleeding from the umbilical stump was present in four (22.2%) patients. The most common site of bleeding was the skin (11 of 18 patients). Three patients were given prophylaxis (FFP in two, factor XIII in one). A high prevalence of recurrent abortion in female patients with FXIII deficiency (two of the three patients in this study) was observed.